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On the Affeétation of modern Manners. 
{From « The Looker-on, by the Rev.,S. Olive-Branch, A. M.] 


© With idle induftry, and languid firefs, 
‘© We urge refinement toa cold excefs.”’ 


N the catalogue of improvements on which we moderns 

found our <laim topreeminence above our homnelier anceftors, 
.a thinking obferver will fee reafon to make perpetual difcrimi- 
nations, frequent deductions, and fome erafures. ‘There is a 
crifis in the affairs of men, beyond which, acquifitioa is lofs, 
riches beggary, and fuccefs mifcarriage ; a point of coalition, 
where extremes unite, and where excellence totters on the verge 
of inanity. Ihave often thought that thofe fpots among the 
mountainous parts of Switzerland, where the right hand gathers 
a full-blown flower, while the left may touch a mafs of ice, 
exprefs, in a manner, the moral of life, where a little leap 
tranfports us out of full perfection into falfe refinement; out of 
the glowing confines of high-wrought excellence, into the gelid 
province of penurious hyperbole, The prefentage has refined 
us out of half our honeft feelings, and a great part of our natural 
tafte; and our pride feems to confift in tricking the worn-out 
frame of fcience and of genius, with fuch meretricious arts as 
ferve to fophifticate the fhattcred relics of female beauty. Itis 
pleafant to one who has not gone along with the ftream, tocom- 
template aloof the ridiculous excefles to which the fpirit of re- 
finement is pufhed in the little concerns of focial life, as well as 
in the duties of morality, and the objeéts of tafte. In focial life, 

Vor, XXI. 526. 2: by 


































218 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


by the habit it has introduced of falfifying our feelings, it has 
left to what is called the fafhionable world, little more than aa 
image, or rather a mockery of the focial affections : It has ina 
manner hollowed out the fubftance of our pleafures, and {uffered 
nothing but the fhell to remain; it has cheated us of our rank, 
under colour of advancing us 3; it has pafled upon us a bauble 
inftead of adiamond ; in fhort, to finifh this train of allufion, it 
has carried off our old coat with our purfe in the pocket, and 
has given usa fine holiday fuit in its place. For proofs of this, 
we have only to look into the prefent plan of fafhionable inter- 
courfe: what inanity of compliment! what affectation of tranf- 
port! what hollownefs of profeflion! whata wafte of marginin 
every remark! what alength of ftraw to every grain of fenfe! 
what idle induftry! what manceuvre without plan! mirth 
without meaning! play without point! pride without preten- 
fion ! love withoutregard ! 

On that plain buff principle of old Englith hofpitality, this 
fpirit of refinement has certainly made no {mall intrenchments, 
An empty carriage can pay a dozen vifits in a morning 5 a very 
clofe intimacy can fubfift for a twelvemonth on a difh of chocoe 
late and a morfel of cake ; and friends who have never broken 
bread together in their lives, can eat each other up whenever 
they meet. In regard to love and friendfhip, it may truly be 
faid, that they have loft their exclufive and engroffing {piri 
Inftcad of Aying to groves and fequeftered walks, they bave 
found their element in noife and publicity. Tove is fo unfen- 
fualized, and fublimed above paffion, that it has forgotten its 
old retreats, and appears with calm confidence in crowds and 
gay reforts ; and friendfhip is fo modulated and adjufted to the 
rules of etiquette, that.it finds the drawing-room a fcene 
fuficiently interefting for all its wifhes and exertions, and the 
card-tadic an ample medium for the difplay of all its cordialities 
and emotions. Thus the tones of feeling and the energies of 
pailion, the {well of humanity and the ardours of affection, 
have fubfided to the common furface’ of life, and fettled into 
the finooth current of ordinary intercourfe, and the every-day 
topics of vulgar communication, Thus the very finews of 
fociety are relaxed; and, in the progrefs of our debilitation, we 
may expect to fee the time when thole great actions which 
decorate our hiftory, fhall be without a name ia our languag 
or place in our hearts. 

I do not know in what this © ftrenuous idlenefs,” as Young 
calls it, which fpreads fo faft throughout the character of the 
times, is better fhewn, than ig the dull complexion of our public 
amufements, 
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amufements, and the vapid infignificance of common vifiting. 
One would think, without pofleffing this {pirit of inactivity, 
that it is having no common mercy to one’s felf, to force nature 
into fo perverfe a track, in obedience to opinion ; and afavage 
would certainly be foftened to compaffion, in contemplating 
the voluntary drudgery of our fafhionable meetings; and would 
be prompted to enquire into the nature of thofe crimes to which 
fuch punifhments belonged. My projecting friend ufed to 
think, that the genius of public refort, which we know by the 
name of Ranelagh, is moft particularly in unifon with this 
Afrenua inertia and fo earneft was he in the great caufe, that he 
was for experimenting upon this hopelefs quality, and endea- 
vouring to promote his philanthropical object, by extracting 
pofitive virtue out of fimple negation, and rivalling that philo= 
fophical adventurer, who conceived the project of drawing the 
fun-beams out of cucumbers. His plan went to combine the 
amufement of Ranelagh with the purpofes of a mill, and to 
make everyone in the progrefs of his circuit conduce to its 
operation. Among fuch a multitude, this might be done 
by the filent efforts of the /frenua inertia, without the danger 
of a fufpicion in the breaft of any one, that he was doing good ; 
and the more effectually to prevent this remorfe from taking 
place to ruffle the flowing tide of murmuring infipidity, or to 
roufe from his hallowed flumbers the negative genius of the 
place, every thing was to be removed from fight, which could 
convey fuch unharmonifing fentiments ; the whole procefs of 
the machine was to be detached from the fcene of amufement 5 
and the fame fet of wheels which were grinding our corn at a 
refpectful diftance, fhould be grinding an organ under our 
nofes. If my friend could turn this growing, or rather gravi- 
tating propenfity of my countrymen to any ufeful account, 
I fhould certainly allow him credit for very extraordinary 
management and refource in the great concerns and interefts of 
our condition here below ; but this frivolity of refinement is, 
I fear, a conftitational malady, which accompanies a worn-out 
frame and exhaufted ftamina: and the worft of all is, that the 
complaint is of a flattering kind, and, like the flow victims to 
confumption, we filently wafte and watte, in the fond fecurity 
of fancied improvement, till nature fuddenly fuccumbs, and 
the fountains of life refufe to flow. There isa balfam in our 
minds, like that which enriches our blood, which, when once 
itis deftroyed by luxurious habits and baneful indulgences, no 
reftoratives inthe compafs of moral medicine can renew, no 
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fuccedaneums can replace, nor all the aromatic virtue of argue 
ment and counfel fupply to the corrupted fyftem. 

A fenfible paflage prefented itfelf to me the other day ina 
book but little confulted at this time, which is fo much to my 
prefent purpofe, that I cannot help tranfcribing it tor my 
readers, ‘+ What vice has loft in coarfenefs of expreffion, the 
has gained in a more eafy and general admittance. In 
ancient days, bare and impudent obfcenity, like a common 
woman of the town, was confined to brothels; whereas the 
double entendre, \ike a modern fine lady, is now admitted inta 
the beft company, while her tranfparent covering of words, 
like a thin fafhionable gauze delicately thrown acrofs, difclofes, 
while it feems to veil, her nakednefs of thought.” 

Nothing canbe more abfurd than the ftruggles which this 
fickly effeminacy of the times is making to glofs over and dif- 
guife all the real wretchednefs of life. Unable any longer to 
draw wholefome leflons from thofe paflages of forrow waich fo 
often occur in the great volume of our exiftence, we gild and 
illuminate the margin, in the vain hope of brightening the text: 
we are drefling upa corpfe with ribbands; butitillthe cadaverous 
countenance of dezth will mock our endeavours, and triumph 
in the contraft it exhibits. Thusa language is found to exprefs 
the whole train of maladies to which humanity is expofed, that 
wears almott the appearance of eulogy; and crimes that call for 
vengeance, are wrapped up in acouitefy of phrafe, that looks 
more like commiferation than abhorrence. We talk of the 
unfortunate gentleman who poifoned his uncle, and was after. 
wards fo unhappy as to ftrangle his wife; and 1 have beentold 
of a very elegant mode of extracting the ftone. Without doubt, 
very happy turns of expreffion, and polite idioms, have been 
introduced into a neighbouring country for the foft detail of 
their inhuman barbarities ; and cutting off heads is confidered 
as perfectly conftitutional. I remember a navy furgeon who 
ufed, in his accounts of battles, to talk of amputations, and 
other arrangements; andI thall foon expec a French farce to 
be written, called La Mort de Madame la Princeffe de Lainballe, 
& fes agremens. 

All great operations are now performed by the gentleft means; 
and the analogy of their profeflions, might feem again to jultily 
the union of furgeons and barbers, under one corporation A 
tooth is promifed to be drawn by little more than whiltliog to it; 
a fyitem is refined by a pinch of fnuff; andthe Roman Materia 
Medica, of friction, jactation, and fumigation,.is entirely exe 
ploded. Few medicines are fo rude as to require confinement, 
or 
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or abftinence; and it is almoft worth while tobe grievoufly 
affli@ted, in order to be perfumed into health, and fyrupped into 
a found conftitution, Wehave long difcontinued the phrafe of 
cutting off, and have adopted that of removing a leg; by which 
ingenious turn, we muft of courfe put the patient in excellent 
humour with the operation, by perfuading him to regaid that in 
the light of aninconvenience, which he is under an unavoidable 
neceflity of lofing for ever. In the article of funerals too, we do 
all in our power to bring it within the influence of this general 
plan of refinement, and to give it an elegance and brilliancy, 
that may ferve to {pare our fenfibilities, and fubftitute furprife in 
the place of feeling. A poor family will ftarve three children 
to bury one; and no man can afford to die without a thoufand 
pounds tohisfortune. I could not help being much enter= 
tained a few days ago with an advertifement ina newspaper, ia 
which avery fombre topic had borrowed the colours of this ge« 
neral characteriftical refinement. 

“ James Mappox, at the Sugar-Loaf and Coffin, refpedte 
fully folicits the patronage of the living .and the dead, who 
have had experience of hisdelicacy, difpatch and punctuality. 
He furnifhes fkeletons in the beft tafte, of all fizes, of both 
colours, and of both fexes, accurately articulated; he packs 
them fafe, cither for fea or land carriage ;) he alfo mounts for 
thofe gentlemen who have loofe fets of bones ; and ladies may 
depend upon their orders being obeyed with the utmoft regu= 
larity. M has difcovered a moft elegant method of fe- 
curing any human corpfe above ground froin ill odours, and 
all manner of annoyance, without embowelling or em= 
balming; while a certain hithesto-undilcovered balfam in his 
poflefiion will preferve the fineft glow of health upon the face 
of the deccafed. ‘This ishe that took up the Dutch corpie 
in Painfwick, after thirteen months interment, and fo fet him 
up by his elegant preparation’, that he was able to bear, withe 
out inconvenience, tke journey to Rotterdam. Among other 
excellencies, he has an ointment which cures people of con= 
dition, and communicates prefent eafe, in an hour and a half. 
He hath allo coffins ready made for the accommodation of his 
friends, furnifhed with every convenience ; .a circumftance he 
has a peculiar pleafure in announcing to the public, and the 
deceafed in particular, as, for want of fuch coffins, perfons of 
quality have been much incommoded.” 

Under the ipreading influence of this whimfical delicacy, 
the commoneft terms and phrafes are fhifting their drefs, and 
firutting in fantaftic finery. No man eats with youon a pube 
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lic occafion, but affifts at your dinner; and the butcher, who 
helps to provide you, is now a purveyor of meat; while your 
poulterer is gradually rifing to the Turkey merchant. 

But this fpirit of refinement does not confine itfelf to the 
little moralities of life ; but plays about the confines of re. 
ligion, and ftretches over the whole province of literature and 
tafie. In our catalogues of books we find the flowers of in- 
fidelity, religious courtthip, the gentleman’s religion, the 
dance to eternity, the box of precious ointment, the perfumes 
of grace, and Voltaire’s philofophical works, recommended 
im the fame line, as being very deiftical and elegantly bound, 
This effeminacy of character, which in the high concerns of 
religion has the air of buffoonery, produces a fad debility and 
Janguor inthe objects of tafte. A fickly thirft for novelty, 
local allufion, puerile point, and puny fentiment, have banithed 
from the ftage all the higher parts of poetry. The great dif- 
play of general manners, the manly ftrokes of antique colour- 
ing, and the reign of character, is gone for ever: In their place 
havearifenatrain of fleeting topics of the day and the hour, 
fiich as the fungous growth of news-paper anecdotes fupplies, 
A piece of news is hardly certain till itis confirmed at one of 
eur Theatres ; and gets footing at Sadler’s Wells, ere itis 
known at the Royal Exchange. In what relates to ftyle and 
compofition, this effeminacy of tafte is ftill predominant: 
A proud march of words without meaning, the trappings of 
fenfe without the fubftance, the features of fine writing, with- 
out the foul, conftitute a great part of the excellence of modern 
compofition ; and when we fit down with glowing expetation 
to one of the magnificent pages of modern printing, we 
fare like the famifhed porter at the table of the Barmicidein 
the Arabian ftory; except that he took his leave at laft, com- 
pictely rewarded for his patience and good humour. I cannot 
finith, without confeffing my envy of the modern reader, who, 
like the Astomi or people without mouths, that Indian nation 
ef whom Pliny tells us that they lived upon the fmell of meats, 
ean alfo content themfelves with the Ambrofia of language, 
without caring for any folider nourifhment, or requiring that 
milky chyle of real knowledge which enriches and invigorates 
the foul, 
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of acourt has long been celebrated, wasfo unaffectedly modeft 
and had fo little ambition, that fhe had never told the King fhe 
had abrother, much lefs had fhe ever afked any favour for him. 
He was ftill young, and had made his firft campaign among the 
cadets of the King’s houfehold. Lewis XIV. reviewing bis 
troops, faw his miftrefs {mile ina friendly manner at a young 
man, who, on his part, bowed toher, with an.air of familiarity. 
In the evening, the King afked, in a fevere and irritated tone of 
voice, who this young man was. Madame dela Valliere was 
at firft confufed, but afterward told his Majefty it was her bro- 
ther. The King, having affured himfelf of it, conferred 
diftinguifhed favours uponthe young gentleman, who was fa- 
ther of the firft Duke de la Valliere. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For FEBRUARY, 1793. 


HERE are certain calamities incident to mankind, which, 

from the conftancy of their operation, and the frequency 

of their occurrence, feem infeparably connected with the 
moral government of the univerfe. 

WAR makes the moft confpicuous figure in this clafs of 
human ills. Every attempt which has been made to check its 
progrefs or diminifh its horrors, has only extended its influence, 
or increafed its exceffes. Principles which, in their nature, in- 
fured the profpect of general tranquillity, have been found in 
their propagation to terminate in the production of univerfal 
confufion ; and religion and liberty, the diftinguifhed gifts of 
Heaven to rational beings, and the primary fources of happi- 
nefs to man, have filled the inhabitants of the earth with for- 
row, and deluged its foil with blood. And though we may be 
reminded of the abfurdity of arguing againft immutable truth, 
becaufe of the abufe to which it is liable, yet can the benevo- 
lent inquirer derive much confolation from reflecting that there 
is a degree of corruption exifting among his fellow- creatures 
which converts the wholfomett aliment into the deadly poifons, 
and the choiceft bleflings into the fevereft misfortunes. In 
the prefent convulfions of Europe, compared to which all for- 
mer diforders are like the pafling violence of the mountain 
torrent contrafted with the ravages of the overwhelming ocean, 
the timid may fink under the impending mifery, the pious may 
feek comforts from eternal goodnefs, while the actor in the buly 
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fcene fhould difcharge his immediate duty with fidelity, and 
look forward in confidence to future felicity. The hoftilities 
which have agitated the different nations in this quarter of the 

lobe, may be attributed to the ftruggles between the Popith and 
Focsohinit ftates for the defence or extenfion of their peculiar 
religious tenets ; the-contefts between fovereigns and fubjeQs 
for the exercife of prerogative, or the eftablifhment of liberty; 
and finally, the efforts of different communitics to ftop the 
progrefs of an ambitious neighbour, and prevent the deftrudtion 
of that balance of power on which the general fecurity is 
founded. The two former objects were the great caufes of 
contefts from the acceflion of Charles the Fifth to the me. 
morable treaty of Munfter. From thofe fources the bloody 
civil wars which defolated Germany and France derived their 
origin; from them we may trace the obftinate difpute between 
Spain and Holland ; the fubjugation of Portugal by Philip the 
Second ; and the execution of Charles the Firft in England, 
And at that period of hittory, as well as at the prefent era, men 
were not contented with perpetrating deeds of open violence, 
but recurred to maflacres and affaffinations, to gratify their res 
fentments and afluage their angry paffions. 

The inftitution of the order of the Jefuits bears no remote 
analogy to the formation of the Jacobine club ;_ in the charadter 
of Mirabeau we may difcover many features of refemblance 
to that of Ignatius Loyola, Can the moft fuperficial obferver 
forbear from drawing a comparifon between the horrors of St. 
Bartholomew, and thofe of the 2d of September ; or from af- 
figning as diftinguifhed places in the temple of infamy to Ro- 
berfpierre, Marat, and Ankarftroem, as to the murderers of 
William of Orange, and Henry the Third and Fourth of 
France? Enthufiaim, however produced, will commonly be- 
tray into fimilar acts of wickednefs ; thofe who are under its 
influence will only vary their means to effectuate the fame 
ends; the mifguided difciple of ltcentioufnefs, as well as the 
deluded votary of fuperftition, will think he does God fervice in 
deftroying his fellow-creature ; and happy would it be for the 
world if repeated experience would finally teach us, that vice 
is always in extremes, and that all virtue confifts in mode- 
ration. 

Guflavus Adolphus at length, however, arofe, at the call of 
Richlicu, the avenger of the Proteftant caufe, and the protector 
of the liberties of the empire. By his victories, and thofe of 
his Generals, the Houie of Auftria was humbled to the duft, 
and the conftitutional freedom of Germany fecured. The 
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crown of Portugal was reftored to the family of Braganza, 
the Dutch Republic eftablifhed, and the monarchy of Spain 
confined within its natural limits. 

Thefe events feemed to prognofticate the continuance of per 
manent peace. But the principles which then exifted in Great- 
Britain were as dangerous in their nature, and as deftructive in 
their confequences, as thofe which at prefent have plunged Eu- 
rope into a war. The ancient conftitution of this country was 
overthrown; and under the government: of Cromwell, the 
Englith nation, uniting the energy of a monarchy to the valour 
of a republic, {tripped the Spanifh King of his moft valuable 
poflefions in the Weft-Indies ; in humbling the pride of the 
United Provinces contributed to the eftablifhment of its ma- 
ritime fuperiority ; and by a feries of exploits, the fucccfs of 
whofe execution could only be exceeded by the boldnefs and 
fingularity of their conception, made itfclf at once the dread 
and admiration of the world. 

But the caufes which produced thefe terrors cealed to opes 
rate, becaufe no attempt was madetorefift them. Surrounding 
kingdoms bent for a moment before the blaft, and, when it had 
blown over, refumed their former rank, and flourifhed with fu- 
perior luxuriance. When a Sovereign forms ambitious pro+ 
jects, they muft be crufhed in their commencement, or théy 
may lead to the introduction of univertal tyranny 3 but the con- 
quefts of a republic are always inimical to its fraternal fecurity, 
achieved from pride, ‘and relinquifhed from neceflity. If, 
therefore, it is inconfiftent with general fafety to permit the 
exiftence of a commonwealth among our neighbours, by al- 
lowing them to purfue their fchemes of domination, the pillars 
of their innovating fyftem will totter to their bafis. While 
oppofition will only beget obftinacy, attacks produce unani- 
mity, and opinions be defended in a degree proportioned to 
their mifchievous tendency and intrinfic abfurdity. 

Purfuing the rapid fketch into which we have entered, we 
are brought down to the memorable reign of Louis the Four- 
teenth, This formidable potentate, whofe projects were facili- 
tated, in the beginning of his career, by the irregular policy of 
the Protector, and the needy profligacy of the fecond Charles, 
whofe power in its meridian ftrength refifted the arms of the 
heroic William, and the combined efforts of Spain and the 
empire, funk at laft beneath the {uperior genius of Eugene and 
Marlborough ; and a life of oftentatious magnificence was 
terminated by defeat and difgrace. His exhautted dominions 
enjoyed a momentary repofe, and the pacific Fleury endea- 
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voured to heal the bleeding wounds of his unhappy country, 
But fcarcely had he made this attempt, when the failure of the 
male branch of ‘the Auftrian family, and the difputed fucceffion 
to the Imperial throne, prefented new objects of contentious 
ambition, and furnifhed freth occafiuns of mifery to man, At 
leagth, even this caufe of hoftility was done away ; the vali. 
city of the Pragmatic fanétion was acknowledged, and the 
rights of the Emprefs Queen admitted. 


THE WAR OF 1756. 


While every other power enjoyed partial repofe, Great-Bri- 
tain and France difcovered a new ground of difpute, in endea- 
vouring to afcertain the limits of Nova Scotia. An appeal was 
quickly made to the {word, and by the vigour of our councils, 
and the bravery of our troops, the Britifh conquelts were ex. 
tended from the wilds of Canada to the banks of the Ganges, 
Such pre-eminence neceflarily excited jealoufy ; the haughti- 
nefs with which it was difplayed added fuel to the flame; the 
revolt of our colonies gave an opportunity of interfering, and 

¢ were at laft compelled to liften to the voice of moderation, 
and retire impoverifhed and difgraced from the field. 


DECLARATION OF WAR. 


We are once more engaged in war; and if a fpectator may 
form an opinion from the indeterminate nature of the pointsia 
difpute, the violent and numerous paflions which are roufed on 
both fides, the fituation of the rival nations, and the characters 
of their prefent rulers, he may predict a long, dubious, and 
vindictive conteft. “The claims which Great-Britain or its ale 
lies have upon the French are fo implicated with the deteftation 
which the crimes of that people have created, that, in afferting 
our rights, we may probably aim at gratifying our refentments; 
and, in reprefling the fpirit of licentioufnets, dire& a mortal 
blow at the exittence of liberty. And while we are amufing 
ourfelves with the belief that the decree of the 19th of No 
vember, and the opening of the Scheld, are the. real motives 
which influence our conduct, the reftoration of the former 
defpotifm, or the more awful refolution, “ Delenda ¢/f Care 
thago,” may be lurking in our bofoms. ‘The dreadful enore 
mity, to which we have alluded on a former occafion, removed 
every reniaining hope of pacification. When that complicated 
act of cruelty, injuttice, and impolicy, was perpetrated, “ 4 
nerve 
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nerve was touched of exquifite feeling, and the vibration has 
reached to the heart of Europe.” Participating in an indig- 
nation, in which not to have fhared would have been inhuman, 
and not to have avowed would have been cowardly, adminiftra- 
tion thought proper to difmifs M. Chauvelin. This ftep was 
followed by an immediate declaration of war on the part of 
France. The reafons which the Coiivention has affigned for 
this meafure are the joint offspring of falfehood, infolence, and 
folly. ‘That body has alledged, as the caufes of rupture with 
Great-Britain, a treaty between this country, Auftria, and 
Pruffia, which never exifted ; the act for preventing the circu- 
lation of affignats ; the alien bill; and the mourning for their 
unfortunate Monarch. 

Without ftraining one of thefe articles beyond their fair cone, 
ftruion, they feem to import that this nation fhall neither 
protect its commerce from {windlers ; the fortunes, lives, and 
liberties of its fubjects fram {pies or aflaffins ; or even indulge ina 
natural fentiments of compaffion, without incurring the dif- 
pleafure of the French republic. 

The Minifter Roland has retired from public life, leaving to 
his countrymen, as a teftimony of his patriotifm, an animated 
but faithful reprefentation of the calamitous condition in which 
they are involved, and fhewing the impoffibility of amending 
it without alteration in their conduct, Hiftory will do ample 
juftice to the charaéter of this illuftrious man. Called to the 
helm of affairs at the moment when the greateft virtue was not 
to defpair of the commonwealth, he directed it with equal firm- 
refs during the violence of domeftic faction, and the ftorm of 
foreign invafion, remained in his official capacity while his ta- 
lents could be ufeful to the ftate, and feceded with dignity when 
he could no longer act with effect. His darling with feems to 
have been that of faving the late unfortunate Monarch, on 
whofe life or death he feems to have imagined it depended, 
whether France was to become an independent republic, or 
continue the prey of an infamous cligarchy ; and juttly con- 
cluded, that genuine freedom expired on the fame {caffold with 
the unhappy Louis. Another alteration has taken place in the 
cabinet by the difmiffion of Paché, and the fucceffion of Bour- 
nonville to the appointment of War Minifter. But thefe 
partial changes give no hope of reformation in the national 
fyftem. Reitlefs and infatiable ambition, boundlefs rapacity, 
and relentlefs cruelty, are {till the odious features in the coun 
cils and people of France. And by their deportment within 
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the laft three years they have effefled more to check the pros 
grefs of tzuti and liverty than a thouiand defpots. 


WAR againf HOLLAND. 


On nearly the fame pretences which have direéted its behae 
viour towards Great-Britain, this gigantic republic has declared 
war againft the States of Holland. From their local fituation, 
their commercial purfuits, and their comparative weaknefs, the 
Dutch had every reafonto avoid hoftilities. The States General, 
in an able and fpirited memorial to the ftates of the particular 
provinces of the commonwealth, have pointed out the futility 
of the caufes of rupture detailed by the Convention, and have 
warned their conftituents of the pernicious confequences which 
mutt rejult to themfelves from liftening to the promifes held out 
by that body. 

Whatever may be the inteftine divifions of the States of 
Holland, the confideration of what has happened in the Nether- 
lands muft convince the moft difcontented that no removal of 
their fufferings, or melioration of their condition, can be ex- 
pected from the paternal aid of General Dumourier. Afflu- 
ence to himfelf, plunder to his troops, and mifery to his adopted 
relations, are the fole fruits of his offers of confanguinity.— 
The ruined manufactures and decaying agriculture of Flan- 
ders and Brabant, are ftanding monuments of his ardent friend- 
fhip ; and his attachment to our allies wil] probably increafe in 
exact proportion to the fuperior weight of their purfes, and 
the more certain profpect of booty. And, as their higheft ho- 
nour and moft diftinguifhed benefit, they at laft may be annexed 
to France, and have the happinefs of being reprefented in the 
National Convention by fome unprincipled individual from the 
mob of Paris, The fyren fong of deftruction to tyrants, but 
peace to the people, will foothe the nations of the earth into f{e- 
curity nolonger; the fpell is broken, and the charm diffolved ; 
the veilis torn from the face of anarchy ; and the fair form of 
liberty no longer proftituted to his licentious embraces. 


FRENCH ARMY. 


When we reflect on the miferable condition of the French 
army, the danger the republic muft run of lofing the Nether- 
lands when its forces are engaged in the conque{t of Holland, 
and the prompt and effectual afliftance which the combined 
powers can afford the States General, we are in no great ap- 
prehenfions for their fafety. Though, on the other hand, it 
may 
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may be urged, that 120,000 enthufiafts, under the united in- 
fluence of avarice, ambition, and revenge, with the chance of 
an infurrection among the people whom they invade, are always 


formidable. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


_In the midft of the moft deftructive war the infular fituation 
of this country infures to her every degree of internal tranquil- 
lity. The voice of the enemy will not be heard in our ftreets, 
nor are we likely to partake in the benediction of our ancient 
rival. The Duke of York, animated with the perfonal cou< 
rage of his family, has refol:ed to take the command of the 
Hanoverian troops. Adminiftration has received an acceffion 
of ftrength by the junction of Lord Loughborough, who has 
been appointed to the Seals. The nation poflefles that degree 
of confidence in its rulers which is fo peculiarly neceffiry in 
the feafon of danger; and we truft that by their exertions, 
aided by the fpirit of the people, we may {peedily be reftored to 
the enjoyment of a permanent peace, producing in its train fa- 
Jutary fubordination to the civil magiftrate, and accumulated 
profperity to the people. 





Extratts from the Addrefs of Sir Archibald Macdonald, 
Knt. his Majefty’s Attorney General, to the Gentlemen 
of the Fury who brought in Thomas Paine guilty of a 
Libel, in publifhing ** The Second Part of the Rights 
of Man,” delivered December 18, 1792. 


(Concluded from Page 196.) 


GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, 


ITH refpeét to his letter written to me, it is in thefe 
terms, and I leave you gentlemen, to judge of it. 


“ Paris, 11th of November, 1/? Year of 
the Republic. 


¢ Sir, as there can be no perfonal refentment between two 
ftrangers, I write this letter to you, as to aman againft whom 
I have no animofity. 

‘© You have, as Attorney General, commenced a profecu- 
tion againft me as the author of the Rights of Man. Had 
not my duty, in confequence of my being elected a nr of 
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the National Convention of France, called me from England, 

I fhould have ftaid to have contefted the injuftice of that pro- 

fecution; not upoa my own account, for I cared not about 

the profecution, but to defend the principles I had advanced in 
the work, 
« The duty I am now engaged in is of too much impor- 
tance to permit me to trouble myfelf about your profecution ; 
when I have leifure, I fhall have no objection to meet you on 
that ground ; but, as I now ftand, whether you go on with the 
profecution or whether you do not, or whether you obtain a 
verdict, or not, is a matter of the moft perfec indifference to 
meas an individual. If you obtain one (which you are wel- 
come to if you can get it), it cannot affect me, either in per- 
fon, property, or reputation, otherwife than to increafe the lat- 
ter; and with refpect to yourfelf, it is as confiftent that you ob- 
tain a verdict againft the Man in the Moon, as againit me ; 
neither do I fee-how you can continue the profecution againft 
mre as you would have done againft one of your own people, 
who had abfented himfelf becaufe he was profecuted; what 
pafied at Dover, proves that my departure from England was no 
fecret. 

“ My neceflary abfence from your country affords the op- 
portunity of knowing whether the profecution was intended 
againft Thomas Paine, or againft the Rights of the People of 
England to inveftigate fyRems and principles of government ; 
for as I cannot now be the object of the profecution, the going 
on with the profecution will thew that fomething elfe was the 
object, and that fomething elfe can be no other than the People 
of England ; for it is againft their Rights, and not againft me 
that a verdict or fentence can operate, if it can operate at all. 
Be then fo candid as totell the Jury (if you chufe to continue 
the procefs) whom itis you are profecuting, and on whom it is 
that the verdict is to fall.” 

Gentlemen, | certainly will comply with this requeft. Iam 
profecuting both him and his work ; and if I fucceed in this 
profecution, he fhall never return to this country otherwife than 
an vines, for I will outlaw him. 

“ But I have other reafons than thofe I have mentioned for 
writing you this letter ; and however you may chufe to inter= 
pret them, they proceed froma good heart. The time, Sir, 
is becoming too feriousto play with Court profecutions, and 
fport with national rights. ‘The terrible examples that have 
taken place here upon men who, lefsthan a year ago, thought 

themfelves as fecure as any profecuting Judge, Jury, or At- 
torncy 
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torney General, can nowdo in England, ought to have fome 
weight with men in your fituation.”’ 

Now, gentlemen, [ donot think that Mr. Paine judges very 
well of mankind—I donot think that it isa fair conclufion of 
Mr. Paine, that men fuch as you and myfelf, who are quietly 
living in obedience to the laws of the land which they iahabit, 
exercifing their feveral functions peaceably, and I hope with a 
moderate fhare of reputation: Ido not conceive that men 
called upon to think, and in tie habit of reflection, are the moft 
likely men to be immediately thrown off the hinges by 
menaces and threats ; and I doubt whether men exercifing 
public functions, as you and I do in the face of our country, 
could have the courage to run away. All I can tell Mr. 
Paine is this—if any of his aflaffins are here in London, and 
there isfome ground to fuppofe they may be, or the aflaffins of 
thofe with whom he is connected ; if they are here, I tell the: 
that I do in my confcience think, that fora man todie of do- 
ing his duty, is juft as good a thing as dying of a raging fever, 
or under the tortures of the ftone. Let him not think, that 
not to be an incendiary is to be a coward. 

He fays—** That the Government of England is as great, 
if not the greateft perfeCtion of fraud and corruption, that ever 
took place fince governments began, is what you cannot bea 
itranger to; unleis the conftant habit of feeing it has blinded 
your fenfe.” Upon my word geitlemen, 1 am ftone blind, I 
am not forry for it—** But though you may not chufe to {ce 
it, the peopic are feeing it very fait, and the progrefs is beyond 
What you may chufeto believe, or that reafon can make any 
other man believe, that the capacity of fuch a manas Mr. 
Guelph, or any of his profligate fons, is neceflary to the go- 
vernaent of a nation.”’ 

_ Now, gentiemen, with refpect to this paffage, I have this to 
fay, it is contemptuous, fcandalous, falf{, cruel ;—-Why gen 
demen, is Mr. Paine, in addition to the political doStrines that 
he is teaching ys in this country; Ishe to teach usthe morality 
and religion of implacability ? Ishe to teach human creatures, 
whofe moments of exiftence depend upon the permiffion of a 
Being, merciful, long futtering and of great goodnels, that thofe 
youthful errors from which even royalty is not exempted, are 
to be treafured up in a vindictive memory, and are to receive 
fentence of irremiflible fin at his hands ?* Are they all to be 
confounded in thele dlanderous terms, fhocking for Britifh ears 
tohear, and 1am fure diftreffing to their hearts. He is a bare 
barian, who could ufe fuch profligate expreflions uncalled for 
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byany thing which could be the object of his letter addreffed 
to me. If giving me pain was his object, he has that hellith 
gratification. Would this man deftroy that great auxiliary of 
all human laws and conftitutions—* to judge of others as we 
would be judged ourfelves ?””—This is the bill of wrongs and 
infults of the Chriftian religion. I prefume it is confidered as 
that bill of wrongs and infults, in the heart of that man who 
can have the barbarity to ufe thofe expreffions and addrefs 
them to me in a way by which I could not but receive them. 

Gentlemen, there is not perhaps in the world a more bene- 
ficial analogy, nor a finer rule to judge by in public matters, 
than by affimilating them to what paflesin domeftic life. A 
family is a fmall kingdom, a kingdom is a large family. Sup- 
pofe this tohave happened in private life, judge of the good 
heart of this man, who thrufts into my hands, the grateful 
fervant of a kind and beneficent mafter, and that too through 
the unavoidable trick of the common poft, flander upon that 
matter, and flander upon his whole offspring. Lay your hands 
upon your hearts, and tell me what is your verdict with refpect 
to his heart—I fee it ! 

Gentlemen, he has the audacity to fay, “ I fpeak to you as 
one man ought to fpeak to another.” Does he {peak to me of 
thofe Auguft Perfonages as one man ought to {peak to another? 
Had he f{poken thofe words tome perfonally, I will not anfwer 
for it, whether I fhould not have forgot the duties of my office, 
and the dignity of my ftation, by being hurried into a violation 
of that peace, the breach of which 1 am compelled to punith 
inothers. He fays, “ AndI know alfo, that I fpeak, what 
other people are beginning to think. That you cannot obtain 
a verdict (and if you do, it will fignify nothing) without pack- 
ing a Jury, and we both know that fuch tricks are practifed, is 
what I have very good reafon to believe.” —Mentiris impuden- 
tiffime.—Gentlemen, I know of no fuch praétice; I know, 
indeed, that nofuch practice exifts, nor can exift ; 1 know the 
very contrary of this to be true; and I know too that this 
letter, containing this dangerous falfehood, was deftined for 
future publication; thatI have no doubt of, and therefore I 
dwell thus long upon it. 

“ I have gone into coffee-houfes, and places whereI was 
unknown, on purpofe to learn the currency of opinion.” 
Whether the fenfe of this nation is to be had in fome pot-houfes 
and coffee-houfes in this town of his own choofing, is a matter 
Tleave to your judgment. “ And I never yet {aw any com-. 
pany of twelve men that condemned the book ; but I have 
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often found a greater number than twelve approvingit ; and 
this I think is a fair way of collecting the natural currency of 
opinion. Do not then, Sir, be the inftrument of drawing 
twelve men into a fituation that may be injurious to them after- 
wards ;”" injurious to them afterwards, thofe words {peak for 
themfelves. He proceeds thus, 

“ I do not fpeak this from policy,’’ (what then?) “ but 
from” (gentlemen, I will give you ahundred gueffes) “ bes 
nevolence! butif you chufe to goon with the procefs, I make 
it my requeft that you would read this letterin Court, after 
which the Judge and the Jury may do as they pleafe. AsIdo 
not confider myfelf the object of the profecution, neither can 
I be affected by the iffue one way or the other, I thall, though a 
foreigner in your country, fubfcribe as much money as any 
other man towards fupporting the right of the nation againft 
the profecution ; and itis for that purpofe only that I thall do its 

“ THOMAS PAINE, 

So it is a fubfcription defence you hear. 


« P, S. I intended, had I ftaid in England, to have publifhed 
the information, with my remarks upon it,”—that would have 
been a decent thing—“ before the trial came on; but as lam 
otherwife engaged, I referve myfelf till the trial is over, when 
I fhall reply fully to every thing you fhall advance ;”—I hope 
in God he will not omit any one fingle word that I have uttered 
to-day, or fhall utter in my future addrefsto you. ‘This con- 
ceited menace I defpife, as 1 do thofe of a nature more cut- 
throat. 

Gentlemen, I do not think that I need to trouble you any 
further for the prefent : according as you fhall be of opinion, 
that the neceflarily mifchievous tendency and intent of this 
book is that which I have taken the liberty (at more length 
than I am warranted perhaps) to ftate to you; according as 
you fhall or thall not be of that opinion, fo neceflarily will be 
your verdict, I have done my duty in bringing before a jury 
an offender of this magnitude. Be the event what it may, 
I have done my duty ; I am fatisfied with having placed this 
great and flourifhing community under the powerful fhield of 
your protection. 
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true or falfe; and what makes the practice much worfe is, that it is 
generally done in the abfence of the perfons to whom they re- 
late, and alfo when none of their particular friends are prefent. 








INTERESTING TRIAL 
COURT of KING’s-BENCH, 
Monpay, February 25. 

The Kine verfus R. Mackretn, Ef. 


‘a was an indictment againft the defendant for chal- 
lenging Sir John Scott to fight a duel; and the fecond 
count in the indiétment charged him with ufing opprobrious 
terms, for the purpofe of provoking Sir John to give hima 
challenge. 

Mr. Bearcroft obferved, that in order to render the caufe at 
iffue more intelligible to the Court, it would be neceflary to 
take a retrofpedtive view of the circumftances that led to it— 
It happened that, prior to the year 1786, Mr. Fox, a very 
young gentleman, pofleffed an eftate in Surrey of 1300l. per 
annum. Being of an extravagant turn, his affairs became 
much embarrafled, which induced him to fell his eftate durin 
his minority. Mr. Mackreth was the purchafer. A bill of 


equity was afterwards filed to refcind the contract, on the ground - 


of fraud. 

In 1786 the caufe came on before the then Mafter of the 
Rolls ; and after a patient and ample difcuffion of feven days, 
it was decreed, that Mr. Mackreth took undue advantages of 
Mr. Fox during his minority, in the purchafe of an eftate, 
which he immediately fold with a very confiderable adyance.— 
By that decree he was alfo commanded to refund the purchafe- 
money, to make good all deficiencies, to pay five per cent. ins 
tereit, and to difcharge the expences of the fuit. 

From this decree, which called upon him to pay at leaft 
20,000]. he appealed to the Lord Chancellor, who, after a 
hearing of feven days, affirmed the decree in tote. Mr. Mac- 
reti {till diflatisfied, appealed to the Houfe of Lords as the 
dernier refort, Here the refult of three days difcuffion was an 
affirmation of the former decrees; and the higheft cofts ever 
given by that Houfe were impofed on that occafion. 

Mr. Bearcroft enlarged on the merits of the cafe immedi- 
atcly before the Court, and obferved, that the eloquence and 
legal 
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legal abilities his client had difplayed in the various ftages of 
Mr. Fox’s bufinefs had given umbrage, and incurred the refent- 
ment of the defendant, who, boiling with rage and anguifh, 
after paying a large fum of money, he determined to wreak 
his vengeance on the Counfel who had the conduct of his op- 
ponent’s caufe, and by whofe exertions he eventually fuce 
ceeded, 

Sir John Scott depofed, that on the roth of November laft, 
on his way through Lincoln’s Inn Fields, the defendant, ac- 
companied by another gentleman, accofted him with a degree 
of vehemence :—After relating fome occurrences which had 
happened fome years before, he addrefled the witnefs as follows : 
«© J have read your fpeech of 1786; I with to know whether 
you mean to make an apology for your bafe unfounded falfe- 
hoods that have done me fomuch injury. I will call youa lyar 
anda fcoundrel. I'll infift upon it every where, and proclaim 
it in all places. I have carried my cafe to the throne” (allud- 
ing toa flagitious publication of the pleadings); he added, 
© You are welcome to fatisfaction at any time, or in: any 

lace.” 

Mr. Erfkine made an able, ingenious, and moft eloquent de- 
fence for his client, which he refted chicfly on the quo animo of 
the defendant. , 

Lord Kenyon expounded the law on the fubje&, and re- 
marked that there was no incongruity in the evidence to render 
this a doubtful cafe. 

The Jury, which was fpecial, pronounced the defendant—~ 
Guilty.—He is to receive judgment next term, 





For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
Elegiac Epitaph on a Canary, written by a School-boy. 


Here lies the bod 
Of G F ’s Comey Bird; 
Who was left on his perch 
On Wednefday night, February 20, 17935 
In apparent health, 
And found the next morning, 
On the bottom of the cage, 
Dead, 
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ALAS, poor Dick! And is thy tuneful throat, 

So often {well’d with variegated note, 

For ever ftopp’d? And muft thy plumage gay, 

Beneath this fod, be mix’d with common clay 

So ’twas decreed: When death, with fudden dart, 

Pierc’d on his perch, the little warbler’s heart, 
Admonith’d hence that, from th’ impending grave, 
Nor fprightly fong, nor gaudy drefs can fave, 
Vain mortals learn ! for you, like Dick, muft fall,! 
If Death, with fudden voice, on you fhould call, 


Bridport, February 25, 1793+ 





Anfwer, by Thomas Gill junior, of Stythians, to F. Tucker’s Quef- 
tiort, inferted November 19. 


N the fcriptural table of meafures, &c. it is faid that a cue 

bit is 1 feet, 9,888 inches. Now admit the working by 
this rule, the folid content of the two pillars will be found 
= 2503,3902 32125734336 folid feet ; then by the rule of 
proportion as I : §00,0724 pounds (the folid content of one 
foot of caft brafs), 2: 2503,390232125734336 : 1251876, 
3615156730711659264 pounds, which reduced by the rule of 
Avoirdupoile will = 558 tons, 17 hundred, 1 quarter, 24 
pounds, 15 ounces, and 7840896. Q. E.D. 





Anfwer, by F. Collins, of Uffiulm, to his own Anagram, inferted 
May 14, 1792. 


y* gents, to whom I fent my theme, 

Who have not yet fo artful been, 

As to unfold the fecret part 

Which | conceal’d with witlefs art ; 

With pleafure now I'll it unfold, 

As in the fame to you I told. 

Scan the celeftial globe around, 

A little glitt’ring ftar is found, 

Between the Swanand Eagle you 

With pleafure foon the fame may view; 

ANSER I think )ov’ll fiad its name, 

Hevelius {urely gave the fame; 

Invert it, and you’ll quickly fee, 

A SNARE’s the trap it proves to be. 
REBUS, 
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A REBUS, by Richard Tucker, of Broadwinfor. 


Sort of grain you'll firft produce, 
A That doth to England much conduce 5 
That noble hero next you’!l name, 
Whofe warlike deeds acquired fame 5 
Proetus’ daughter next defcribe, 

Who was tranformed for her pride; 
That fcience, Sirs, you’ll bring to fight, 
Which youthful bards fhould in delight 5 
Athamas’ daughter next expound, 
Who in the Pontic fea was drown’d; 
Gofearch gay Flora’s lovely tribe, 
A gaudy flower there defcribe 5 
An ancient hero next relate, 
Deftroyed by his loving mate ; 
I’d have you next the place difplay, 
Where Phoebus firft begins his way 5 
That lady next I beg you’il bring, 
The wife and mother of a King ; 
Europa’s fon you next muft tell, 
Who, as I’ve heard, was Judge of Hell; 
That poet, Sirs, I pray you’ll name, 
Whofe works have g..in’d immortal fame 5 
That cruel King who, as ’tis faid, 
With human flefh the lions fed ; 
And next with care, pray bring to light, 
A bird that moftly flies by night; 
That fable time you'll next exprefs, 
When you and I thould take our reft ; 
A Cretan prophet lait I crave, 
Once fhelter’d in an humble cave; 

Find the initials, join them true, 

A Sutlex town you'll bring in view. 





4n ENIGMA, by William Baker, a Pupil at Mr. Langdon’s 
School, at Lutcombe, in Somerfet/fbires 


HEN firft from Heaven, with Lucifer I fell, 
But left him in his paflage down to Hell ; 
Iam the ftaff of life, the fick man’s health, 
The prifoner’s freedom, and the poor man’s wealth 5 
And tho’ fome call me falie, and others vain, 
T lead the way to waatall feck to gain, 
' POETRY, 




















PO ETT RY, 


On the. Beauties of Spring, Summer, and Autwmn. 


ES, Nature! Yes: Tomy enthufiaft eye, 
When vernal brightnefs flufhes every charm, 
Thy vivid rays and breathing tints fupply 
The fond delights that youthful fancy warm, 


Thy budding fweets, thy univerfal green, 
(Save where the hawthorn blofloms to the view) 
Thy caroll’d ftrains, and perfum’d gales ferene, 
‘Thy midday blufh, and tears of matin dews— 


All, all enchant; and in my glowing breaft 
Roufe from long flumber joy’s ecftatic train, 
While the gay fpirits, now no more oppreft, 
Fly thro’ each nerve, and glow in every vein: 


No lefs gay Summer, bounteous in her charms, 
The grateful heart of admiration warms ! 


But, ah ! when Autumn, fober-fuited pow’r ! 
O’er the luxuriant herbage flings her veil, 
With browner tints to tinge each artlefs bow’r, 

When firft the foliage flies before the gale,— 


Then when each object drinks the deeper die, 
And frefh varieties of fombre hue 

Sort with the folemn glories of the fky, 
With new delight thy alter’d charms I view: 


Charms that each vain fantaftic joy reftrain, 
And lull each tumult of the wayward foul, 

While Contemplation’s htav’n-inftruéted vein 
Awakes of Reafon’s power the foft controul 


Ah! then, how {weet, how lafting, and ferene, 
Thy poet’s joy to trace the rural icene ! 


Lines 








Till fou 
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Lines writen on vifiting the Ruins of Dumkefwell Abbey, 
in Devonfhire. 


By Mf Hunt. 


LEST be the power, by heaven’s own flame infpir’d, 
That firit thro’ {hades monaftic pour’d the light; 

Where, with unfocial indolence retir’d, 

Fell fuperftition reign’d in tenfold night ; 
Where, long fequefter’d from the vulgar fight, 

Religion fetter’d lay, her form unknown 
*Mid direful gloom, and many a fecret rite; 

Till now releas’d fhe claims her native throne, 
And gilds the awakening world with radiance all her owa, 


Oh! facred fource of {weet celeftial peace, 

From age to age in darkfome cells confin’d! 
Bleft be the voice that bade thy bondage ceafey 

And fent thee forth, to illuminate the blind, 
Support the weak, and raife the finking mind: 

By thee the foul her native ftrength explores, 
Purfues the plan by favouring heaven affign’d, 
Thro’ truth’s fair path the enlighten’d {pirit foars, 
And the Great Caufe of All with purer rites adores. 


How oft confin’d within this narrow grate, 
With fouls afpiring toa world’s applaufe, 

Have free-born {pirits mourn’d their haplefs fate ! 
Some hero ardent in his country’s caufe, 

Some patriot form’d to give a nation laws, 

Or in life’s milder fcenes with honour fhine; 
When each bright hope a father’s hand withdraws, 
And dooms his child, from every profpect fair, 
To long unvarying years of lonely deep defpair. 


When darknefs now with filence reigns around, 
As the faint fun withdraws his glimmering beams ; 
(Save when to render horror more profoun2, 
On the rough grate the pale moon quivering gleams, 
And thro’ the lengthening aifle the owlet fcreams) 
Then, lull’d by Fancy’s vifionary train, 
His long-lott friends frequent his blifsful dreams ; 
He {pends his days of childhood o’er again, 
"Till founds the midnight bell, and proves the vifion yaiu. 
Yet 
6 
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Yet let the hand of defolating time 

Thefe finking towers and mouldering walls revere 5 
For not with ufelefs pride they rofe fublime : 

Fair Science ftor’d her choiceft treafures here, 
When rapine whirl’d aloft her threatening {pear, 

When murder reign’d, by Gothic ignorance crown’d ; 
On every plain the barbarous ‘ ands appear ; 

Fierce difcord bids her hoftile trumpet found, 

And war, incrimfon’d robe, tremendous ftalks around. 


Tho’ now in ruin’d majefty they lie, 
The fading reliques of departed days ; 

Yet hall their change no ufelefs theme fupply, 
No trivial fubjeét for the poet’s lays : 

For as the thoughtful mind thefe fcenes furveys, 
Whole folemn fhades reflection’s powers invite, 

Their falling pomp that awful hand difplays, 
Which can from tranfient ill, and mental night, 
Educe eternal good, and intelle€tual light. 





Sonnet to his infant Daughter Maria: 


By the Rev. Mr. PotwuHe te, 


H, my dear babe! thou fmileft at the tear 
That hangs upon thy mother’s fading cheek : 
Eager as thou wert wont, her voice to hear— 
But her heart {wells with grief too full to fpeak— 


Tis for thy brothers, in the fame cold bed, 

She weeps: O’er one the wintry ftorm hath paft : 
And there another refts his little head, 

Frefh pillow’d. But they feel not the keen blaft. 


O’er their pale turf the whiftling winds may fweep, 
Uncontcious of the tempeft they repofe ; 

There, undifturb’d, {weet innocents! they fleep, 
From human paffions free—from human woes ! 


Yes, dear Maria, they, my babe, are free 
From ills that wait, perhaps, in ftore for thee ! 
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